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< Message. 
SE Orion, Tenauonr 
T New peti “oe ti 
ANTA Fa, Jan, 10, 1889. ' 
To tue Legislative ‘Assembly of the’ 
Territory of New Mexico. 
Gentlemen of the Assembly: , 
f Ihave the hbnor to tranamit herewith, 
; the official reports required bylaw, of the’ 
' Territorial Auditor, the Territorial "Trea, 
aurer, the Adjutant General, the Cattle 
Sanitary Board, the Capitol Building Com 
mittes and the Territorial Geologist, . 

The financial condition of the Territory, 
as shown by the reporta of the Auditor and 
Treasurer, is not of a satisfactory char- 
acter, and illustrates im A most forcible 
manner the need of radical reform in fins 
ahcial legislation and administration. 

At the convening of the 27th Legislative 
Assembly, Dec 27th 1887, the funded debt 
of the Territory Wan $350,000 and the 
amount of outsturiding watrante or floai- 
ing debt, $203 117,92, making u total in- 
deptedness of $553,117.92. Since that date, 
utider the operatien of the legislation, and 
failure of legislation, of that gession, the 
‘public debt has snoreaned to $762,192 as 
follows: 

Capitol B'idng bonds of 1884, $200,000 

| Penitentiery B'ldng Bonda of '84, 150,000 
| Current Expens#\ Bonds ‘of 1887, 150,000 
‚ Capitol Contingent und Bonds ‘of 


1887. 50 000 

; Outstanding warrants to Dec, 15th _ 
' 1888 212,192 
$762,192 


Showing an increase ip the Public 

Debt, in twa years of, 209,074 

The face value of warrants iemed dur- 

ing the same tinie was $512 162.72 sud the 

cash receipte of the Treasurt, (general 

' fund) $367,162.72, leaving a deficit of 
$155,651.09, 


The coat of maintaining the courts, or 
judicial system of the Territory for the 
past two years, has been $327,056.26. 

The excessive fee billa, jury exemptions 
and increase of salaries, enacted by the laat 
Legislative Assembly, while responsible in 
large part for this enormous inerense in, 
the public: expenses, are by no means the 
sole cause of tifat inoreuse., The ayerage ` 
of twenty per cent. discount’ on Treasury 
warrants, which cofrespondingly increased 
thé cost of all purchases by the Territory, 
also added matertally to thin increase in 
expenses. > 

It is apparent that the only and ines- 
capable end of this condition of affairs, . 
unless duly remedied, is publie bankruptcy. 
Our tax rates are exceptionally low, but 
thdre ja no necessity for an increvse, A 
system of taxation that will fall alike 
upon all the property of the Territory and 
competent of rigid enforcement upon all 

» alike, coupled with a radical yet reason. 
able reduction of official fees and other ex- 
penditures, would apeedily recuperate the 
public credit represented in the Territorial 
warrant, smid enable ag in due time to, be- 
gia the rapid discharge of all outstanding 
obligations. 

It should be botne in mind in making 
provision for the reduction of the expense 
of our judicial system, that tne sum of 
more than one-hundred and aixty thous- 
and dolls sa year which the courts are 
now costing the Territory, is not the full 
amount of court costs laid upon the tax- 
payer. That is simply the amount paid 
through the public treasury. It may be 
safely estimated thatthe additional fees 
paid by litigants and oll having. business 
trensactions with the courts amount to 
folly a half se much more, or ya all $250,« 
000 a year, and this is in addition te ex- 
pensed: paid by the Ü. 8, There are num 


berless and expensive fees undveoatk paid 
by litigants to vourt officials, far beyond 
the value of the services rendered, whith 
demand restrictive legislation quite a4 im- 
peratively as the "namo class of charges 
upon the public treasury, VWherithecourt 
costs of litigation reach that point where 
in etdinary cà en the fees and costs coi- 
sume the amotint inyolyed, . the situation 
verges upon the poiut-of a ‘denial of jus- 
tice, and makes n resort to the courts for 
the settlement of disputes a mockery and a 
farce, ji 

The report of the Adjutant General con- 
tains valuable and important recommend- 
ations which I respectfully urge upon the 
consideration of the Legislative Assembly 
— more especially provision for the pay- 
ment of the certificate of indebtedness is- 
sued for services in repelling Indian in- 
vasions in I885, These amount in all to 
some $52,000. The services rendered were 
of great value to the Territory, and it is 
apparent that but for the calling cut of 
the militia at that time, a vastly greater 
numberof lives of the frontier settlers 
would have been sacrificed and correspond- 
ing values of property. destruyed, and the 
Indian war protracted to the still, more sê- 
rigus obstruction of settlement and devel- 
opment, ‘The pople of the whole Terri- 
tory had the protective benefits of that 
service, and should not hesitate over the 
payment of its very reasonable cost 

The Territory must legally recognize 
there claims kefore any demand can be 
made upun the general government tu re- 
fund the amount—But upon such allow- 
ance by the Territory it will become a le- 
gal demand against the United States 
which has been recognized inthe case of 
every State and Territory which has made 
the claim —and the Territory will doubt 
lesa he promptly reimbursed upon applica- 
tion therefor. 


Another recommendation of the Adju- 
"fant General, which I earnestly endorse, 18 
that . for - the  pucehase, „before 
“ash . beyond the power of ' the 
erritory to procure, a; the very valuable 
records of the services of the New Mexico cof 
volunteers during the war of the Rebellion. 

. The possession of these records will. be , 
of very great value to the Territory, not 
only in procuring the payment of these 
gervices by the general Government, but 
also to prevent the payment of a large 
amount of fictitious md frandulent claims 
for auch zeryiden believed to be in exist- 
ence, Le 

Deemiug ef important that the Territory 
should at all times maintain a well eguip- 
ped and, organized militia, towards which 
the general government has made provis- 
ion for a yearly donation ofarinsand ac- 
coutrements, I earnestly endorse the re- 
cominendation of the Adjutant General of 
a thorough reyisiori and strengthening of 
the present militia law, especially in re- 
spect to the terme of enlistment and , liabi- 
lity to duty. 

The Cattle Sanitary Boord makes two 
suggestions in its report, which I deem of 
sufficient iuportanoe to reproduce, and to 
recommend for adoptian by the Legislative 
Assembly, wa follows: 

That the Quarantine law “be so am- 
ended aa to include within the district " 
proscribed against on account of Texas 
fever, that portion of the States of the Re. 
public of Mexico which lies between the 
Rio Grande and the Mexican Central 
Railway, extending from El Paso, Texas, 
to the 26th ‘parallel of latitude, and make 
ing El Paso, Texas, the port of entry for 
cattle parsing through (and none to be 
driven in from March let to Nov. Ist of 
sich year) by ruil, coming from any point 
within said district of Mexico into the 
Territory of New Mexico.” 


This amendment js recommended for the 
reason that in no ether way can the evasion 
of guarantitie regulations be: prevented as 
to cattle ig the quarantined districts on the 
eaatern "bank of the Rio Grande, in Texsa, 
In ithe absence „of such provision, Texas 
tattle from the lower Rio Grande need only 
to be driven across the river into Mexico 
and thence up mto, New Mexico, to bič 
the quarantine regulations. 

This would also subjent to the guaran- 
tine regulations ‘cattle from the western 
bank of the Rio Grande, in Mexico, which 
should of right be subjected to fully as rigid 
quarantine ag cattle from the eustern bank, 

The other amendment recommended ig 
that the scope of the Board be enlarged by 
making it algo a Bureau of Statistics, esper 
alully of the Live Stock Industry, if for 
nothing else, With its present facilities 
for collecting snoh information, the work 
of the Board could be made of great valne 


without adding largely to its labor or ex« 


pense, We havé now nu reliable means for 
the collection of really valuable statistics of 
this character, and such z work being di- 
rectly in the line of the duties of this 
Board, its existence would seem to affurd a 
proper opportunity and means for {he col« 
lection of very valuable information. 

In uddition to the foregoing recommends 
ations, this seems to be a proper time for 
thesuggeation uf auch modifications of the 
guurantine law as will permit the admit- 
tance, at ull times of the year, after proper 
inapection and under proper regulations, of 
parties who come to the border with a lint 
ited number of cattle, evidently with the 
intention of permanent settlement and citi- 
zenship, — 

Many cu uses of Fardship of that character 
have occurred during the past two years, 
where parties have come to thé border with 
their families wid household gooda and be« 
longings, inclading their stock of all kinds, 


Cenk adii 


—— En 


ed 


with the manifest intent of locating and be- 
coming, iu good faith, permanent citizens 
of the Territory, but they were not petmit- 
ted to enter, by reason of tHe exclusion of 
their amali herds of cattle under the rigid ` 


| 


provisions of the gnerantine law. It ia ap- > 


parent that a considerable number of peos, 
ple, who Would have become citizens of the 
Territory: have. thus beon kept out, and | 
settlement and jic en corresponding» 
ly retarded) 

The Report of the Capitol Building 
Committee confaius one especial recom- 
mendation to which I ask the immediate 
attention of the Legislative Assembly, 

That is of un appropriation for payment 
of the necessary expensès for the care of , 
the Capitol Building, Theestimate of the 


Committee amounts to some ten thousand” 


dollars a year. 

The iunds of the Committee realized from 
the sale of the Capitol Contingent Fund 
Bond of 1887, wre exhausted, and there is 
now no means fur the further payment of 
the expenses for the care of the building des 
orning since the meeting of the present 
Legislative Awembjy, 

The Report of the Perratorial Geologist 
illustrates the bencfits that would nčerue to 
the mining industries of theTerritory from a 


| 


| 


comprehensive and thorough geologen) sua" ' 


vey. No argumevtution is needed to prove 


_ the general presence and great value of the 


precious und useful metala and minerals in 
nearly all parts of the Territory. Mining, 
both of metals and coal, is now, and destin- 
ed for indefinite years to continue, one of 
the great basic industrica of New Mexico, 
well worthy of public official recognition 
by the čreation of a Territorial Mining and 
Geological Burenu for thé promotion of its 
development. I commend the Report to 
the consideration of the Assembly. 
© EvMunp G. Ross. 
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